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From: The Commanding Officer,
Tos The Commander-in-Chief, United States Navy,

Subjects IST 555 War Diary for the month of January 1945.

de 1 Janusry 1945, (Zone=9). Underway in formation in accordance with
orders of Task Group 78.5, This ship a member of Task Unit 78.5.5. Comnmander of
the Task Unit was on LST 614, Our mission was the invesion of Lingayen Gulf, Luzon
Island in the Philippines. This ship was designated as & hospitel ship and we were
to beach and pick up casualties, Surgical Team #23 was aboard and a group of
fourteen FPharmacist Mates, Alsc aboard were seventeen Army Officers and two Naval
Wave Guide Officers in addition to 432 Army enlisted personnel and eighteen Seabees,
The Army perscnnel were from Headquarters Company lst Bn,, 1lst Inf.,, 198th AZ Bn.,
1st F.A. Btry A, 294th Port Company, 727th ARB Co, "B", 2/4th Port Company, Co.,"D"
lst Inf,, 48th Ordnance, 706th Ordnance, 543rd EB & SR, 6th Signal Co,, 6th Engineers,
and Co, "C" 1st Infantry, Our combat load consisted of 250 tons of bulk cargo (
ammunition, gasoline and rations), 2 mobile 40MM, 2 M=51 mobile, 2 3/4~ton trucks,
1 l-ton trailer, 1 4-ton trailer, 1 generator, 4 24=ton trucks, 1 4-ton wrecker, 1
water trailer, 1 D-6 tractor, 1 TD=-1, tractor, 1 Buckeye Crane, 1 D=7 tractor, 1 D-8
tractor, 1 l}=ton truck and 12 LVT's,

2% 7 January 1945. (Zone-9). At 2306 we were steaming on course 350
degrees True and a Jap destroyer exploded and was sunk after a heavy concentration
of fire was observed off our starboard bow,

36 8 January 1945. (Zone-9). Our Task Group was herassed continually on
the morning of the 8th of Jammary by Jap planes., LST 912 was hit by a Jap suicide
bomber but sustained somewhat minor damage in the hours before dawn, This ship was
two columns away on our starboard side. We made the best possible use of a smoke
screen but the Jap planes could not be entirely disposed of. At 0756 our guns fired
on a Jap plane which flew high overhead at approximately 7,000 feet, A little later
that morning a Jap plane scored a hit on a transport up ahead,

Le 9 January 1945. (Zone=9), The actual invasion met with little
opposition and Jap planes were hard to find, Beached on Blue Beach #1 on Luzon at
1202, At 1305 two Jap Zeros came over at terrific speed and dove down like bullets
at some of our larger ships. The Callaway was said to have been hit, Our guns fired
but the Jap planes were going away too fast, Then, at 1905, another Jap bomber came
over headed inland, Our 40lM's opened up and smoke was seen to be trailing from the
plane, Army personnel on the beech said that our #6 40Ilf hit this plane as we were
the only ship firing at the time and they seid that the plane crashed seversl miles
inland, We retracted from the beach at 2336,
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